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10 THE 
INHABITAN TS of the PARISHES 
O F 


St. Mary-Magdalen, Old Fiſh-Street, and St. Gregory. 


H E following diſcourſe is not preſented to you 

as the elaborate production of ſtudy, or the 
offspring of a calm and unruffled reaſon, but as the 
breathings of a heart deeply affected with the loſs of a 
worthy friend. Hence you will be induced to pardon 
the ſeeming repetitions which occur in ſeveral paſſages ; 
for ſorrow loves to dwell upon its object, and, rather 
than quit the pleafing melancholy idea, will place it in 
all the different lights it can. As gratitude for the fa- 
vours received from the pariſh in general, and love and 
forrow for the loſs of a worthy and a venerable patron, 
have been the chief motives to this addreſs ; the author 
doubts not, that the goodneſs of his intentions will caſt 
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[ iv ] 
a veil over his defects, and that you will forgive his 
inaccuracies on account: of the depth of his grief. If 


he could have felt leſs, he might perhaps have written 


with greater elegance; but then he muſt have ſtood in 
need of an apology for his inſenſibility : and his inſenſi- 
bility muſt have rendered him highly criminal to thoſe 
who, like you, were too well acquainted with the ex- 
cellencies of their paſtor not to regret his loſs, and too 


jealous of his honour to patronize any one who had: 
not learnt to feel.it. Thou gh the character of the good 


old man is far from being a finiſhed piece, it will be 
found to carry with it a ſtrong and ſtriking likeneſs : 
and the colourings, thou gh void of refined delicacy, will 
be acknowledged to have been laid on by a hand, which 
was ſolely under the guidance of truth, and under no 
other influence but impartiality, gratitude, love and grief. 
'Tis indeed in your power to alleviate my ſorrow 


in one reſpect, by honouring me with your patronage; 


and by diſlipating the afixicty which I feel from a proſ- 
pect of being, otherwiſe, condemned to obſcurity. By the 
departure of our good old friend, I have loſt every op- 
portunity of promoting the cauſe of religion in places 
of public worſhip: It depends upon you, therefore, 
whether the voice employed in aſſerting the cauſe of 


God and Religion muſt be conſigned over to unprofita- 


le ſilence. For the ſincerity, the ardor of my zeal for 


your 


k 
| | 


Fl 


your future happineſs, I appeal to the diſcourſes I have 
delivered among you: and if there were any one amidſt 
my competitors for your favours, more deſirous of de- 
ſerving them, more fervent to promote the cauſe of re- 
ligion, more laborious in their endeavours to caſt light 
on the obſcure paſſages of ſcripture, I would voluntari- 
ly reſign all pretenſions to your patronage, and endea- 
vour to promote his intereſt on the ruins of my own. 
But as there is no one among the candidates who dares 


to aſſert this ſuperiority, I ſtill confide in your benevo- 


lence ; and though I ſhould be fruſtrated in my hopes, 


J ſhall be happy in the conſciouſneſs that the ſucceſs. of 
any one of my rivals muſt be owing only to ſuperior in- 


tereſt, to anticipated promiſes, to a canvas carried on by 
thoſe who were let into the ſecret of an intended re- 
ſignation, not to more mature experience, not to 
more indefatigable ſtudy, not to more acknow- 


leged abilities, not to works of more general eſteem, 
not to more extenſive knowlege of human na- 


ture, nor to a more ardent zeal for the ſalvation of 


your ſouls. 


I am, Gentlemen, &c. 


W. RIDER. 


— 


ST. JOHN xi. 35. 
JESUS WEPT. 
HROUGHOUT the whole ſeries of our 
Bleſſed Lord's actions, no virtue appears with 


more luſtre than his compaſſion. Twas 
owing, indeed, to this noble principle, that © he took 


upon him our nature, was made fleſh, and dwelt 


« among us.“ "Twas owing to this generous princi- 
ple, that he burſt into tears when he foreſaw, and fore- 
told the deſtruction of Jeruſalem. "Twas owing to this 
refined principle, that he melted into tears of ſympathy, 
when he reflected on the death of his dear friend 


Lazarus, and beheld Martha, Mary, and their attendants 


plunged in the deepeſt diſtreſs, and calling for pity by 
the mute eloquence of grief. 


His ſorrow on the death of a friend may give a 
ſanction to ours, providing, like him, we do not grieve 
as f thoſe who have no hope. He knew that he ſhould 
raiſe Lazarus again, but, notwithſtanding that, the re- 
membrance of the virtues of the deceaſed, the ſympathy 
he bore for the living, and the compaſſion he had for 


+ 1 Theſſ. iv, 13. 
B | the 
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the ſurrounding multitude, conſpired to draw the tears 
from his eyes, and to extort the groan from his 
breaſt, ; 8 > 


THE power he exerted on this memorable occaſion did 

not more ſtrongly evince that he was the ſon of God, 
than the tears he ſhed conduced to demonſtrate that he 
was the ſon of man. And, in this point, he exempli- 
fied the truth of that aſſertion in the Epiſtle to the 
Hebrews f, „/e had not an bigh-prieft wha was not touched 
with our. infirmities. 


Tk Jews, as we are informed from the verſe which 
follows the text, looked on this burſt of ſorrow as an 
indication of the intenſe love which our Lord had for 
the deceaſed. But as his affection could not have been 
raiſed to ſo high a pitch, unleſs by the extraordinary 
virtues of Lazarus, we may ſafely infer, that Lazarus 
was poſſeſſed of all thoſe qualities which could attract 
notice, or engage eſteem, | 


Melted with the diftreſs, which ſo great a lofs had 
occaſioned in the breaſts of Martha and Mary, our Lord's 
generous boſom echoed their groans, and his compaſ- 
ſionate eyes increaſed the rivulet of their tears. For 4 
« he who knew what was in man,” without information ; 
$ he who knew the very thoughts of his friends and 


+ Heb. iv. 15. John ii, 24, . 22. 
| | enemies, 
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enemies, plainly perceived the emotions which agonized 
the boſoms of Lazarus's ſiſters on this melancholy oc- 
caſion ; and, as ſeeing and feeling are inſeparable in a 
humane diſpoſition, he felt what he ſaw them feel, 


and joined them in the outward expreſſions of ſorrow 


Is our Bleſſed Redeemer, who was both able and 
willing to recal Lazarus to life, ſhed tears at his grave; 
the ſorrow which affects us on theſe melancholy occa- 
ſions, may be looked upon as the ornament of our na- 
tures. To be undiſturbed at the loſs of our friends, 
argues not only want of affection, but likewiſe want f 
the tender feelings which conſtitute the idea or charac- 
| teriſtic of humanity itſelf. 


Ir our Lord thought it conſiſtent with his public cha- 
racter to weep at the tomb of Lazarus, whom he was 


determined to call again into life, is it not a reproach 
to us to ſee our friends interred without one tear, when 
we muſt wait Þ till the general reſurrection of the dead, be- 
fore we ſhall ſee them again? 


Our nearer relations ſeem, by a natural violence, to 
extort this tribute from us. But ſurely it is more be- 
coming ourſelves to beſtow it voluntarily on thoſe, 


+ John xi. 24. 


whoſe 
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whoſe virtues attract eſteem, whoſe employ demands 
veneration, and whoſe labours are intended to promote 
our good ;—and what greater good can be conferred on 
us, than the promotion of our everlaſting happineſs? The 
friend, the benefactor, and father of their country, have 
always been honoured, on their departure, with theſe laſt 
offices of eſteem and veneration. Thus, when the good 
old patriarch Jacob ſlept with his fathers, we are told 
that his poſterity mourned him . with à very great 
% and a very fore lamentation,”” When Moſes died, the 
children of Iſrael F wept for him in the plains of 
% Moab thirty days.” The time would fail me to mention 
all the inſtances which the Scripture and antient hiſtory 
affords us of the payment of this debt of gratitude to 
the memory of the good and the great. And when we 
conſider the loſs of our late worthy paſtor, who can help 
owning; that he had a right to this teſtimony of our 
gratitude? can we help crying out as Elifha did ar the 
departure of Elijah, + My father, my father, the chariot of 
% Tfrael, and the horſemen thereof!“ The horſes and chariots 


of an army were deemed its chief ſtrength, and the loſs 


of them in an engagement was eſteemed an irreparable 
loſs. The death of our friend has involved us in an 


inconvenience of this kind, and though, thanks be to 
God, his loſs is not abſolutely irreparable, yet it muſt 
be great, and muſt be ſenſibly felt. 


+ Gen. I. 10. $ Deut, xxxiv. 8. t 2 Kings. ii. 12. 
* His 
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As + 


Frs good qualities were ſo many, and he bore all his 
wirtues ſo meekly, that we cannot reflect upon them with- 
out ſorrow; and while we grieve at his departure, we 
cannot help wiſhing, what wiſhes will never procure, 


we cannot help wiſhing his revival. Take him as he was, 
all in all, and when ſhall we ſee his like again? 


| In his public, in his ſocial, and his domeſtic character, 
he deſerved praiſe: but ſo great was his modeſty, that 
he was induſtrious to ſhun it. In his character of a 


teacher he choſe to recommend himſelf to your eſteem 


rather by his diligence, than by an oftentatious diſplay 
of his abilities. Not that his abilities were by any 


means inconſiderable; but that they were ſo veiled by 


that modeſty which attended him in every ſtation of 
life, that the meaneſt auditor might think any one 
could expreſs himſelf with equal propriety, though at 
the ſame time the moſt learned could not help owning, 
it was difficult to obtain ſo much plainneſs in topics 
that required deep thought, or to ſpeak with ſo much 
clearneſs on ſubjects which were full of difficulties. 
Hence his diſcourſes were more remarkable for their 

unadorned ſimplicity, than for the apparent depth of 
their arguments; and the ſubjects he choſe for your 
improvement were rather practical than critical: This 
was his general practice. Sometimes, indeed, he has 


condeſcended to enter into a critical examination and 


5 defence 
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defence of ſome of the obſcure paſſages of ſcripture ; 
and his explications, which breathed nothing but can- 
dour and good-nature, have ſhewn how well he could 
have acquitted himſelf, if he had made this branch of 


- inſtruction his peculiar ſtudy: yet, while engaged in 


this arduous taſk, he did not loſe fight of his peculiar 
excellence, but always blended practice with knowledge; 
and when he endeavoured to make you wiſe, he taught 


you * that wiſdom which will make you wiſe unto ſalvation. 


WuùiIIE the great and fundamental doctrines of the 
goſpel employed his thoughts, he did not forget the + 
weighty matters of the moral law for he was well aſſured 
that | not the bearers, but the doers of the law will be 
juſtiſied before God. 1 


I CaNNoT help profeſſing I have ſat for ſome years 
with pleaſure and improvement at & the feet of this Gamaliel. 
Some of you have had this advantage longer than my- 
ſelf, and therefore your loſs is greater than mine; though 
mine, indeed, is as great a loſs as any that I have ex- 
perienced ; and I have for years been diſciplined to 
many and grievous loſſes indeed. 


THE ſages of old were repreſented to us in the ſa- 
cred writings, as being honoured with preſages of their 


2 Tim. iii. 15. + Matth. xxili. 23. 4 Rom. ii, 13. F Ads. xxii. 3. | 
deaths ; 
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deaths; and I am apt to think we may aſſert the ſame 
of this good old man; for his diſcourſes, for ſome time 
before his departure, were concerning the ſhortneſs of 
human life, the vanity of external pomp, and the ne- 


ceſſity of preparing ourſelves to meet that God which 
* righteouſſy. 


Wirz what aſſiduity he applied himſelf to the du- 
ties of his office, I know too well; for, though ſome 
years his curate, I never had the honour or opportuni- 
ty of delivering many diſcourſes amongſt you. He 
thought that nothing but abſolute inability could ex- 
cuſe his attendance in this ſacred edifice, and has often 
attended it, when he was obliged to come hither in a 
carriage, and could ſcarce aſcend the ſtairs to this ſacred 
place, without having his tottering ſteps ſupported all 

the way. His conſtancy in his attendance here was 
| equalled by his attendance at the cathedral ; and it was 
that conſtancy which procured him the eſteem of his 
ſaperiors, .and expoſed him to the envy of thoſe who 
did not choſe to imitate him. 


Tre ſame ſpirit of diligence which brought him fo 
conſtantly here, attended 'him in every branch of his 
parochial duty; and he was ſo indefatigable in diſ- 
charging it, that ſome narrow-ſpirited reptiles ſuppoſed 
he did it only out of a principle of avarice. An inſa- 

table, 


L 16 ] 
table, a ſordid love of lucre, I muſt confeſs, will impel 
a perſon to indefatigable labour, and inceſſant applica- 
tion ; but will not a principle of conſcience, will not 
honour, will not unlimited benevolence do the ſame ? 
And if the latter may be ſuppoſed capable of the ſame 
effects as the former, it muſt argue great malice and 
little generoſity to aſcribe them to the worſt cauſe. An 
inſatiable avarice, which impels to ſo inceſſant an appli- 
cation of duty, muſt give a colour and tincture to all a 
man's actions, and leave no vacuity for the exerciſe of 
diſintereſted benevolence. Yet I have found this vene- 
rable paſtor as aſſiduous in his attendance on the poor 
as the rich; and have known him as conſtant in pray- 
ing with the meaneſt, as with the moſt opulent perſon 
in his pariſh. 


Thou a malicious world, by venting the aſperſions 
juſt now mentioned, had raiſed expectations of his hav- 
ing accumulated an immenſe fortune ; yet, at his 
death, his circumſtances were ſuch, that the falſity of 
the aſperſion was demonſtrated ; and it was found that 
his fortune was diminiſhed in benefactions beſtowed on 
his indigent relations, and on the poor in general. 
Thus had he learned to de good by frealth ; and reduced 
to practice the command of his bleſſed maſter, to * do 
bis alms in ſecret! As the dew of Hermon, or the dew which + 


Matth. vi. 4. + Pfal, cxxxiii. 3. 
deſcended 


[TY 
deſcended upon the mountains of Zion, fertilized their barren 
tops in filence and unperceived, ſo was the beneficence of 
this good man diſpenſed ; it deſcended unſeen, and it re- 
lieved unheard. I owe this piece of juſtice to the me- 
mory of my benefactor, to own that I was an object of 
his bounty. * He caft the bread on the waters of my afflic- 
tion; he drew me out of obſcurity ; he placed me in 
this eminence ; and taught. f the eyes of my infant off- 
ſpring to bleſs him, when they ſaw him. O! let them feel the 
bounty of the flock, now they have loſt that of the 
ſhepherd ! And let the father himſelf entertain the pleaſ- 
ing hopes that his labours in the vineyard have been ac- 
ceptable, and his endeavours to promote the ſalvation 
.of your ſouls will be thought worthy of your pa- 
tronage, on an occaſion now approaching, which will 
give you an opportunity of continuing him here, or of 
conſigning the voice, which you now hear, to unpro- 
fitable ſilence. 


Bur to return to the ſocial character of our deceaſed 
friend. As the religion he practiſed was unaffected and 
manly, it did not introduce either moroſe ſullenneſs or 
ſcornful peeviſhneſs into his temper. But being maſter 
of that inceſſant vivacity, which could flow only from 
the teſtimony of a good conſcience, he appeared in com- 

pany with ſuch chearfulneſs, as made all around him 


* Eccl. xi. 1. + Job. xxix. 11. 


D chearful. 
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chearful. Witty without ill- nature; and though full of 
mirth, not averſe to gravity ; reſpectful to his ſuperiors 
affable to thoſe below him ; and able to adapt himſelf 
to the humours of youth or age; he grew old among 
you in eſteem and years; and being no leſs beloved by 
the ſons, than he had been by their fathers before them; 
tho' he had lived long among you, I queſtion whether 
there is one here, who does not wiſh that he had lived 
much longer. | 5 


In his domeſtic character he ſtill appears amiable; 
the ſon, the daughter, and the wife, ſhow how he loved 
them, by the exceſs of their ſorrow. A ſorrow indeed 
ſo exceſſive, that they knew not how to part with his re- 
mains; and, in the rage of their love, kept them lon- 
ger than is cuſtomary. This fondneſs could ſpring only 
from the amiableſs of his temper, of which I had many 
remarkable inſtances even in circumſtances which 
would have given ſanction to peeviſhneſs, and would 
have rendered anger itſelf in ſome reſpects excuſable. In 
the moſt acute fits of the gout he has been maſter of 
himſelf, and played his innocent jeſts with ſo much good- 
nature, that he ſeemed to be leſs affected with his pains, 
than thoſe that were around him ; for they indeed 
could not but be grieved to ſee ſo good a man in fo 
dangerous a ſtate. Fj, 


I sHALL 


1 

I $HALL not pretend to draw afide the curtains of his 
death-bed ; but you may aſſure yourſelf, that even here 
he was conſiſtent with himſelf; he looked upon death 
as a * ſeep, from which we . hall be awaked by the lat 
trump and Þ he came to his grave in full age, * as a ſhock 
of corn cometh in, in bis ſeaſon. 


Is there any one here who would not now join with 
Baalam ? and ſay, F © Let me die the death of the righteous, 
and let my latter end be like his!” For, as Solomon informs 
us in the book of Proverbs, © The righteous has hope in his 
death.” This latter thought ſhould, in ſome meaſure, 
alleviate our ſorrow for our departed friend. We may 
conſider him as adding one more member to the glori- 
ous company of prophets, , to the noble army of 
martyrs, and to the multitude of ſaints, + whoſe names 
are recorded in the book of life, W and who are numbered 


among e thoſe that enjoy life everlaſting. 


WII LE ſaints and angels hail the kindred ſpirit at its 
arrival among them, let us ſuſpend our tears, and join 


them in their ſongs of triumph. Yet, if we ſtill reſolve 


to indulge our grief, let us remember that they will 
ſhew their affection beſt to the deceaſed, who ſhall trea- 


ſure up his words in their hearts. May thoſe gg words 
which ha like manna, and diſtilled like On bring forth 


© John xi. 11. +- Cor. XV. 32. f Joh. v.26 $ Numb. xxiii. 10. 
++ Te Deum. t Rev. xx. 12, $ Te Deum. It Deut. xxxii. 2. 
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— . —— „ ðͤ AAA. 4 ů — 


F200 } 


plentifully in our lives; and may the labours of thirty 
years be perpetuated, by being inſtilled into the minds 
of every ſucceſſive generation! And, if departed ſpirits 
are conſcious of what is done below, think you not that 
this glorious proſpect will be viewed with pleaſure by 
the deceaſed, and will increaſe the happineſs which he 
now enjoys as the fruit of his labours? Though dead, 
he will {till live in our hearts. Though dead, * he will 
riſe again through Chriſt, who is the reſurrection and the life, 
whoſe voice will be beard by all that are in the grave; and 
when he rieth, we ſhall riſe with him. O let this thought 
influence our lives! and let it make us always think, 
+ what ſort of men we ought to be! + Every ene who has this 
bope, will, as the apoſtle” ſays, purify himſelf; and for 


good reaſons too, becauſe d the eyes of God will not en- 


dure iniquity. 


Ov Bleſſed Lord, when he came to the grave of La- 
zarus, expreſſed the greateſt tenderneſs and compaſſion, 
and mingled his tears with the tears of his friends, tho 
he was determined to wipe them away by reſtoring the 
friend whom they lamented. 5% He afflicted himſelf with 
the affliction of others 3 and let us imitate him herein, by 
eſteeming every funeral we ſee as equally intereſting 
to durſelves, as that of our deareſt friends, and as kind 


* John xi.25, + 2 Pet. il. 11. 1 1 John iii. 3. $ Heb. i. 3. 
IJ Rom, xii. 15. 
ad- 


„ F 


admonitions given us by heaven, to draw our thoughts 
from this vain world, to prepare ourſelves to take poſ- 
ſeſſion of the inheritance purchaſed for us in the kingdom f 
heaven, Then we may with propriety make uſe of the 
triumphant exclamation of the prophet and the apoſtle, + 


O DEATH, WHERE IS THY STING! O GRAVE, WHERE 18 


THY VICTORY! 


+ « O merciful God, the Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 


who is the reſurrection and the life; in whom who- 
ſoever believeth, ſhall live, though he die ; and who- 


ſoever liveth and believeth in him, ſhall not die eter- 


nally ; who alſo hath taught us (by his holy Apoſtle 
Saint Paul) not to be ſorry, as men without hope, for 
them that ſleep in him; We meekly beſeech thee, O 
Father, to raiſe us from the death of ſin unto the life 


« of righteouſneſs; that when we ſhall depart this life, 
« we may reſt in him, as our hope is this our brother 


doth, and that at the general reſurrection in the laſt 
day we may be found acceptable in thy ſight, and re- 
ceive that bleſſing which thy well-beloved Son ſhall 
then pronounce to all that love and fear thee, ſaying, 
Come, ye bleſſed children of my Father, receive the 
kingdom prepared for you from the beginning of the 
world. Grant this, we beſeech thee, O merciful Fa- 
ther, through Jeſus Chriſt our Mediator and Re- 
deemer.” Amen. 
2 * Cor. xv. 55. + The church burial-ſervice.. 
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